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Potential Acquisition: School House No. 12 
 Indian River Central School District 
 Jefferson County, New York 

Front view of schoolhouse. Windows are covered with boards. Rear view. Note partially covered access to crawl space at 
left bottom. Carol is 5‘ 1” tall. 

View of left side. Note boarded windows on front and side. Right side view. Roof on this side is in very poor condition. 

Interior Dimensions 
Entry room 
 Width: 15’ 6” 
 Depth: 5’ 6” 
Main room 
 Width: 21’ 3”  
 Depth: 22 
Closets (2) 
 Width: 2’ 6” 
 Depth: 5’ 6” 
Ceiling Height: 11’ 1” 
Teacher’s dais: 4’ X 9’ X 6” 

Ownership 
 Indian River Central School District 
 32735 County Rt. 29 
 Philadelphia, NY 13673 
 
Contacts 
 Jim Kettrick, Superintendent, IRCSD 
 

 James R. Koch, Business Manager 
 Email: jkoch@mail.ircsd.org 
 Phone: (315) 642-3441 
 Fax: (315) 642-3738  
 

 Noah Prior, Superintendent of Facilities 
 Phone: (315) 642-0338 

Exterior Dimensions 
 Width: 22’ 6” 
 Depth: 28’ 6” 
 Height to eaves: 12’ 
 Height of gable: 10’ 3” 
 Total height: approx. 22’ 
 Roof pitch: approx 12-10.5 
 Windows: 6 over 6 

 Front door: 35� � X 80� �  

Note: Surrounding 1.5 acres of land is also owned. 
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Carol stands on teacher’s dais. Original black board is missing 
with half replaced. Doors to entry on left and right of board. 

Closet to left 
of dais facing 
front of build-
ing. Note shelf 
brackets. 
Shelves miss-
ing. No door. 

Door to entry room and closet on left side of teacher’s dais. Door to entry room and closet on right side of teacher’s dais. 

Left side  with window and rear wall with built-in bench. Right side with window and painted-on black board and rear 

INTERIOR 

Overall: The walls are sound. Several floor boards were wet and some possibly damaged in class room. Entry room floor 
is heaved. Windows are mostly intact. Ceiling is gone in right rear corner. Desks appear to be mix of different styles.  
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Left: Carol standing in entry room at door to classroom, photo taken 
through front door of building. Above: “Gilbert threw up Guts May 
3, 1944.” on wall inside entry. Note carved graffiti “A’s” below. 
There is also much carved graffiti in the closets, some providing 
complete names. Few other dates have been found. 

Construction Elements 
 
Foundation: Consists of a concrete wall faced with limestone. There is a 4-foot deep crawl space below the building with 
a concrete floor. Great working conditions under the floor. 
 
Floor: The floor is supported by 2 X 8 joists seated in front and real sills and a center beam. Sill rest on the surrounding 
foundation wall. The beam is supported in the middle by a concrete block pillar. The flooring consists of a single layer of 
1 X 6 tongue and groove lumber except in the entry room which has a second layer of 1 X 4’s laid on it. Part of the main 
floor in the rear might be damaged. The entry room floor needs to be rebuilt. 
 
Interior Walls: Walls have 2 X 4 studs on 18” centers. Interior walls are covered with a single layer of finished, smooth, 

tongue and groove ��  X 4’s. Almost all of the interior walls are in good condition and should be preserved with minimum 
improvement. 
 
Exterior walls: Covered with colonial-style siding consisting of overlapping, finished, smooth 1-inch boards with a 4-inch 
reveal. Corners are joined by vertical 1 X 4’s with a quarter-round seam. Paint is peeling badly, boards are warped or 
missing, some boards are new. Overall, the exterior needs work but can be repaired. 
 
Ceiling:  The ceiling is supported by 2 X 8 joists on 18-inch centers. It is covered with board like the interior walls. Por-
tions of the ceiling will have to be replaced. 
 
Rafters: The roof rafters consist of 3 x 5 timbers on 36-inch centers. Several are braced. Almost all appear to be in good 
condition. 
 
Roof: The rafters are covered with 1 x 10 board on which 15-inch cedar shingles are nailed with a 5-inch reveal. Most of 
the boards appear to be in good condition, but the shingles must be replaced. 
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View of floor joists on left when facing front from rear.. 
Note wet joist. Joists sit in notches in front and rear sills 
and center beam. 

View of floor joists on right when facing front from rear.  

View of pillar supporting center beam. Beam and floor joists 
are notched. 

Another view of floor joists on left when facing front from 
rear, showing pillar supporting center beam. 

Pair of joists resting in the notch of rear sill. Note floor 
boards are tongue and groove, finished smooth only on one 
side. 

Original front sill is gone and replaced by stacked 2 X 8’s. 
Some joists sit in notches. Others are supported by steel 
joist hangers. 



 

 

Removing the Building 
 

The building appears to be best moved by taking it apart in sections. 
1. Disassembling the roof and rafters 
2. Disassembling the ceiling and its trusses 
3. Separating and collapsing the walls 
4. Disassembling the flooring, sills, and floor beam. 
 
Enos Hershberger (Old Canton Road between Coopers Falls and 68) says that he can do the work with a crew of 4 or 5 
(most likely 4) in three days.  
Day 1:  Remove trim, windows, doors, dais, interior wall. Start on roof. 
Day 2:  Finish removing roof. Remove ceiling. Separate walls. 
Day 3:  He would require flat bed trucks to be ready and a crane to lift the walls onto the flat bed truck. 
He would collapse walls, load walls on truck. Then he would load rafters, ceiling joists, etc. on another truck. Disassem-
ble floor and load. 
 
Hershberger recently repaired a barn near Antwerp, they charged $100 per day per person plus bus fare. The bus 
leaves Dekalb Junction at 7:00 am and will drop them off at the school at 8:00. The bus would pick them up at about 
7:00 pm and drop them off at 8:00 on the return trip. They would charge the same for this project.  
 
4 men X (100 pay + 50 bus) X 3 days = $1,800. 
5 men X (100 pay + 50 bus) X 3 days = $2,250. 
 
 

Transport of the Building 
 

With the building disassembled and loaded on flatbed trucks, the maximum load dimensions would be the side walls of 
12’ X 28’ 5”. The gable-sections of the front and rear walls would have to be separated from the main section. Hopefully, 
they could be kept intact. To minimize harm to wall sections, care would be taken in stacking them. Individual timbers, 
windows, etc. would be carried on a separate truck. 
 
 

Benefits of Disassembly 
 

1. Concern over transporting wide loads is virtually eliminated. 
2. The floor and foundation can be carefully reconstructed, providing a sound and level base for re-erection of the 

building. 
3. The walls which preserve so much of the history and tone of the old building remain essentially intact. 
4. The ceiling joists and rafters can be readily reconstructed. A new, sound roof can be built. 
 
 Reconstruction 
 
Reconstruction of the school-
house would follow conventional 
building methods. Provision of a 
ramp access would have to be 
considered. Discussion with the 
code officer should emphasize 
the value of preserving the his-
toric value and character of the 
building. We may want to im-
prove the structure by inserting a 
subfloor, blowing insulation in 
walls and laying it in the attic. 
Hershberger can be hired to do 
rebuilding including installation of 
a wood shingle roof if needed. 
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Cutaway view of interior. 


